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Before the DEC -. 9 1993
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIORERA SCMUN D ATIONS s -
Washington, D.C. 20554 (FHICE OF THE SECRE (.

In the Matter of: /

)
Policies and Rules Implementing ) CC Docket No. 9322/
the Telephone Disclosure and ) RM-7990 w-'“""'}f!
Dispute Resolution Act ) !

)

REPLY OF THE
UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully submits this Reply
to the Comments of Sprint Communications Company, L.P., on the petitions for
reconsideration that have been filed with the Commission for relief from the
Commission’s recently adopted rules addressing 900 pay-per-call services. The rules
sought to implement the Telephone Disclosure and Dispute Resolution Act of 1992
(TDDRA).

Sprint’s Comments contain one significant error - actually what appears to be a
fundamentally erroneous assumption - that helps to explain why the statute has been
so difficult to implement. Sprint makes a statement (at 2) that the Commission’s rule
requiring "common carriers that provide billing and collection services to 800
information service providers comply with the billing information and format of pay-
per-call services goes well beyond the mandate of TDDRA." While correct in
perceiving that the burden of the rules outweighs the benefits, Sprint is incorrect in
assuming that the billing and collection carriers, rather than the interexchange carriers,
are responsible for compliance with the rules in the first instance. As the

Commission’s Report and Order made clear, the Commission has specifically
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identified the carriers subject to Section 64.1510. Those carriers are interexchange
carriers. See Report and Order at § 14, note 27.

To date, most of the interexchange carriers have not been involved in the
implementation of the TDDRA. The billing and collection carriers who are exchange
carriers have, by and large, been attempting to deal with the statute themselves
independently, as secondarily affected entities. They have been acting for the most
part in the absence of any significant undertaking by interexchange carriers other than
AT&T to coordinate efficient compliance.

This reply is being filed late. USTA requests that it be considered by the
Commission. USTA moved its offices during the period from December 2 through
December 7 and access to LAN capability was affected. As these are reply comments,
no one will be prejudiced.

Respectfully submitted,
UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION
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Martin T. McCue
Vice President and General Counsel
1401 H Street, N.W. - Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20005-2136
(202) 326-7247

December 9, 1993
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